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Why Alumni Events are Important
• Purpose of Events
• Type of Events

Event Planning
• Coordination
• Scheduling
• Budgeting
• Communication

Alumni Event Best Practices
• Five Rules for Success
• Other Tips

Q&A
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Mission Critical
“To perpetuate lifelong friendships and commitment to the 
Fraternity.”

Events Facilitate Lasting Connections
  To the Chapter
  To the University
  To the General Fraternity

Strengthens Relationships and Develop New Ones
  With Fellow Alumni
  To the Student Members
  To the Organization
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What are you trying to accomplish
• Fundraising
• Networking
• Meet & Greet

What do Alumni get out of 
participation

• Personal Joy
• Pride in Chapter’s Success
• Recognition
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Annual Events
‣ Consistent opportunities to 

connect and engage alumni at 
different points during the year

Milestone Events
‣ Special opportunities to celebrate 

a specific achievement
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Special Chapter 
Anniversary

Milestone Initiation

House 
Re/Dedication
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• Don’t Happen Regularly

• Deserve Extra Attention

• Need to be a BIG DEAL
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Planning Committee 
Planning time 
(Preferably 12-18 months)

Charge a Fee – It's okay
Communication is KEY

Click to add text
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Golf Outing

House Tours

Reception/Banquet
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Chapter Anniversary

Golf Outing/Tourney

Homecoming

Reunions

Holiday Party
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Commanders' Dinner 

Affirmation of 
Knighthood

Candidate/Initiation 
Ceremonies
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• Make the date predictable

• Make it sustainable

• Make it an honor to attend

• Make it so others want to 
attend

• Don’t Reinvent the Wheel
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• Alumni Chapter
• Affirmation of Knighthood 

Ceremony
• Lapel pins
• Reception
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Celebrate Milestone Badge Numbers
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5 Rules for Successful 
Annual Events

  Don’t be concerned with Numbers
Stay Consistent
Small Wins Lead to Victory
Persevere
Have Fun!
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• Use Event opportunities to 
Recruit Volunteers

• Host Parents functions

• Host events at the house to 
catch people passing 
through for Class Reunions

• Look for out-of-the-box 
opportunities to engage 
your alumni while on 
campus
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Todd Denson
Director of Alumni Advisory Programs
540-600-3019
todd.denson@sigmanu.org

Justin Wenger
Senior Director of Member Engagement
540-600-3007
Justin.wenger@sigmanu.org
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Resource Links:
Alumni Best Practices Library – Alumni Development
Alumni Best Practices Library – Alumni Engagement
ENGAGE: Alumni Chapter Events Guide

mailto:todd.denson@sigmanu.org
mailto:evan.winbarger@sigmanu.org
https://www.sigmanu.org/alumni-and-volunteers/alumni-best-practices-library/alumni-development
https://www.sigmanu.org/alumni-and-volunteers/alumni-best-practices-library/alumni--volunteers---best-practices-library---alumni-engagement
https://www.sigmanu.org/file/alumni-and-volunteers/alumni-chapters/ENGAGE---Alumni-Chapter-Event-Guide.pdf
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